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Friday’s Pre-Conference Workshop Session
Designing Your Program Evaluation
Dr. Cheryl Boyette and Brooke Miller
Friday, February 19 • 1:00 pm-5:00 pm
$25 per person
During this workshop attendees will complete a program evaluation design including;
setting evaluation goals and objectives, determining the type of questions needed to be
answered, setting realistic timelines, budgeting, collecting data, analyzing, and reporting.
*Participants will be asked to bring program descriptions and current evaluation tools.

Sunday’s Post-Conference Tour
Fermentation Tour
Karbach Brewing Co. (2032 Karbach St, Houston, TX 77092)
Sunday, February 21 • 1:00pm-3:30pm
$15 per person
Join ISEA for a private tour of Karbach Brewery Co. after the conference. Tour staff will lead
us through the areas of production to explain the company history, the brewing process,
and the brewing philosophy at Karbach. Questions are welcome and guides will be
available to answer remaining questions at the conclusion of the tour. Price includes a 16oz
souvenir glass, 3 beer tokens, and a private tour of the brewery.
The tour starts at 2pm, and we’ll be grabbing lunch beforehand at their restaurant.

Nearby Restaurants
Zoo Cafés – At the Zoo – Open until 6pm
Stop by Macaw Café or the Twiga Café for hamburgers, pizzas, salads and more. Refer to
the Zoo Map for specific locations.
Distance from the Zoo: In the zoo!
Bodega’s Taco Shop – www.bodegastacoshop.com
1200 Binz St. Suite 160 – 10am-10pm daily
Tacos, burritos, nachos, etc. Margaritas. Fish & Vegetarian options. Under $10
Distance from the Zoo: .8 miles - 16 minute walk
Barnaby’s Café – www.barnabyscafe.com
1801 Binz St. Suite 110 – Fri: 11am-10pm, Sat & Sun: 8am-10pm
Burgers, sandwiches, salads. American & Tex-Mex plates. Fish & Vegetarian options. $10-15
Distance from the Zoo: 1.2 miles - 20 minute walk
Dak and Bop – www.dakandbop.com
1801 Binz St. Suite 120 – Fri & Sat: 11:30am-10pm, Closed Sunday
Korean fried chicken. Kimchi fries. Full bar. Not many vegetarian options. $10-15
Distance from the Zoo: 1.2 miles – 20 minute walk
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At-A-Glance Schedule, February 19-21, 2016
Friday, February 19, 2016*
12:00pm – 7:00pm
Registration at Zoo, Auction items drop off
1:00pm – 5:00pm
Pre-conference evaluation workshop
1:00pm – 6:00pm
Zoo open for visits
6:00pm – 7:00pm
Zoo exhibit and videos in Education Bldg.
7:00pm – 7:15pm
ISEA 101 introduction
7:15pm – 8:30pm
ISEA Networking Reception near Education Bldg.
*Lunch and dinner on your own

Saturday, February 20, 2016
8:00am – 9:00am
Registration at Zoo, Auction set-up
9:00am – 9:15am
Welcome, Board Introductions
9:15am – 10:20am
Keynote Address, Dr. Kenneth Wesson
10:30am – 11:20am
Concurrent Sessions
11:30am – 12:20pm Concurrent Sessions
12:30pm – 2:00pm
Lunch in Auditorium
featuring Houston Zoo Animal presentation at 1:15pm
2:00pm – 2:50pm
Concurrent Sessions
3:00pm – 3:50pm
Concurrent Sessions
4:00pm – 5:30pm
Poster Session in Exhibit Hall
5:30pm – 6:30pm
Happy Hour Reception in Education Bldg.
Silent Auction opens
6:30pm – 7:30pm
Dinner in Education Bldg.
7:15pm – 7:30pm
Silent Auction closes
7:30pm
Where’s Rigor?
Live Auction in Auditorium, Raffle Finale
8:30pm
Hospitality at Hotel, BYOB

Sunday, February 21, 2016
9:00am – 10:05am
10:10am – 12:10pm
12:10pm – 12:30pm
12:30pm

Featured Speaker, Kevin Crowley
Concurrent Workshops
Preview of next Conference, Business Meeting,
See you next year!
Enjoy touring the Houston Zoo and the Houston Museum of Natural Science.
1:00pm - 3:30pm

Post-conference tour to Karbach Brewing Co.

Meet at Education Building to car pool, or head directly to 2032 Karbach St.
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Keynote Address
Saturday, 9:30am – 10:45am

Diverse Learning Experiences: What Works, What Lasts and
Why
Hands-on learning should not be considered optional for normal child development.The
multi-sensory experiences of touching, hearing, smelling, and seeing allow children a wealth
of opportunities to learn about the object-filled world around them. Concrete experiences
forge some of first and the most robust brain circuits in a child’s brain that will later be merged
with pictures and written words, laying the groundwork for complex and abstract thinking.

Dr. Kenneth Wesson is a neurobiologist that has built a
career speaking to audiences about the neuroscience
of learning for education organizations and
institutions. He has spoken to many audiences about
topics such as early brain development, STEM and
STREAM, and contextual learning.

Featured Speaker
Sunday, 9:00am- 10:05am

“Making and Learning in ISE”
With the abundance of Making and DIY resources and products, and even the White House
hosting its own Maker Faire, it is clear that Making has shifted from a fringe movement to the
mainstream. ISE institutions always played a vital role in bringing these experiences to the
public. Kevin Crowley will share the practical implications of his research with the Children’s
Museum of Pittsburgh’s Makeshop, including the role of facilitation, family learning, and
connections to formal STEM education. Participants will also learn about resources being
developed to scale projects to other informal learning sites.
Kevin Crowley, director of Center for Learning in
Out-of-School Environments (UPCLOSE).
UPCLOSE works in partnership with museums,
community organizations, and media producers
to develop innovative learning environments.
Crowley’s group conducts basic learning
sciences research in informal settings and
develops new theories of how people learn about
science.
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Houston Zoo Map
ISEA registration & sessions will be held in the Brown Education Center.

For Parking Map, visit:
http://texasinformalscience.org/annual-conference/
Parking is free but first come/first serve & does fill up. Carpooling or taking
the hotel shuttle is highly encouraged. Lot G is closest to the ISEA entrance.
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Description of Concurrent Sessions & Workshops
Saturday, 10:30 am – 11:20 am
Auditorium
Tracy Friday, Christina Middlebrook, Botanical Research Institute of Texas (BRIT)
Growing Tomorrow’s Agents of Change
BRIT invites you to work side-by-side with fellow educators in exploring interactive
engagement of PreK-12 students in environmental issues. Walk away with innovative
strategies to inspire the next generation of environmental leaders through student led
exploration.

Room A
Johnnie Smith, Texas Parks and Wildlife Dept.
Texas Aquatic Science and Informal Science Education: A Partnership
This session will introduce Informal Science Educators to Texas Aquatic Science and all of
its curricular components; as well as the Texas Aquatic Science Certified Field Site
designation and what it can mean to your site.

Room B
Gina Higby, Women in Engineering at UT Austin; Jennifer Himstedt, Boys and Girls Club
Citizen Science, Green Engineering, and other Activities to Engage Girls and Boys in
Science Learning
Get creative and explore best practices and standards-aligned SciGirls curriculum
designed to engage girls in STEM. Send your students out into their world as citizen
scientists. Discover the world of recycling and go green with a plastics activity!

Saturday, 11:30 am – 12:20 pm
Auditorium
David Buggs, MBA – Chief Diversity & Inclusion Officer at Texas Parks and Wildlife Dept.
The Importance of Diversity & Inclusion to STEM in Texas and Beyond
The future success of STEM in a changing US demographic requires that students, parents,
educators, and science professionals be fully engaged in the dialogue needed to attract
new employees into science fields. We must be vigilant in our efforts to attract students
and teachers from every background in preparation for the wave of exploration to come.
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Room A
Kiki Corry, Texas Parks and Wildlife Dept.
Interdisciplinary Experiences with GROWING UP WILD
Early childhood education provides a variety of experiences supporting each concept.
Sample some activities and explore ways your program can follow the Growing Up WILD
model of interdisciplinary approach.

Room B
Mandy Kirchgessner, Insights, El Paso Science Center
Are You My Match? Efficient and Effective Standards and Research
We need to align our programs with standards, but this can be daunting. We’ll evaluate
education objectives, pair standards with programs, identify key topics that connect with
schools and share strategies to engage educators. Bring a laptop and program outlines.

Saturday, 2:00 pm – 2:50 pm
Auditorium
Cait McCann, Balcones Canyonland Preserve; Karen Marks, Texas Parks and Wildlife
Dept.; Daniel Burch, Houston Museum of Natural Science, Melanie Hewitt, Houston Zoo
Volunteer Mastery Panel
Do you depend on volunteers, or wish you could? Learn the variety of ways to work with
folks to leverage accomplishments and reach. Hear from staff who coordinate volunteer
efforts in the outdoors, in museums, zoos and in data collection.

Room A
Charlie Walter, Mayborn Museum, Baylor University
Collective Impact: ISEA as a Statewide Force for Good?
Look into the theory behind collective impact, a structured model of collaboration that
addresses large scale issues, and brainstorm together a possible ISEA large scale project.

Room B
Anita B. Frey, Melissa Wong, Houston Zoo
Wild Engagement
At the Houston Zoo we aim to enhance student learning here and in the formal classroom.
We will introduce you to our hands-on activities designed to complement lessons from the
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formal classroom. We invite you to experience a variety of Zoo programming that can
enhance science lessons.

Saturday, 3:00 pm – 3:50 pm
Auditorium
Brooke Miller, Online Educator
Engaging Your Audience at Home; Building a YouTube Channel
Many informal science centers have YouTube channels that they use to engage audiences
outside of the museum. In this session, we will talk about how your institution can benefit
from a YouTube channel, and the different ways you can go about creating and editing
video content.

Room A
Emily Weerts, Sarah Morris, Nucleus Learning Network
Community First Program
How can informal science institutions reach wider audiences? Learn and practice a
program design tool that keeps your community at the heart of development. Instead of
designing programming and seeking out audiences, identify communities and then
develop the programs!

Room B
Lynne Christopher, San Antonio Water System
Home Depot Science
It doesn’t matter the section of the store, there are inexpensive and creative opportunities.
Since teachers’ budgets are limited, help them stretch their dollars by introducing some
inexpensive, innovative and hands-on techniques for teaching science.

Friday 5:00pm – 7:00pm, Saturday 12:30pm – 2:00pm
Dr. Cheryl Boyette and Brooke Miller
Evaluation Office Hours
The "Office Hours" program at ISEA is a new program that will facilitate one-on-one
meetings between evaluators and ISEA attendees. Anyone attending ISEA can pre-book 20
minute sessions with an evaluator who will help them with strategic goals and evaluation
plans.
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WORKSHOPS

Sunday, 10:10 am to 12:10 pm
Auditorium
Bernard Smalls, Adrianne Kartachak with Keep Austin Beautiful
Chaos to Conquest: Channeling Student Energy into Tangible Solutions
Learn how to design activities that lead students on a breadcrumb trail of ‘aha’ moments
that culminate in solutions-based thinking and clear next steps for action. These activities
will integrate innovative technologies that encourage curiosity and exploration in the
natural world.
Room A
Lauren Siegel with Math Happens
The Number Zoo
One of the challenges for math educators and students involves transference. That is
applying mathematical thinking outside of the mathematics classroom. In this session
we’ll explore ways that a visit to a zoo can be related to and integrated with concepts in
math.
Room B
Kristin Evans with Texas Aquarium
Empowering Educators through Professional Learning & Reflecting on Practice
As educators, we strive to be aware of industry trends- from pedagogy to STEM contentand to function as efficient teams of practitioners. This interactive session will introduce
professional learning strategies to help build better practice through reflection, discussion
and team activities.
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Special Thanks to the 2016 ISEA Board:
Adriana Reza, President
Margaret Russell, Past
President
Christina Soontornvat,
President Elect
Susan Rowe, Treasurer
Dustin Miller, Secretary

Nicki Sohn
Katelyn Wamsted
Keira Quam
Emily Weerts
Keely Finkelstein
Melissa Mullins
Debbie Junk
Daniel Burch

Anita B. Frey
ZoeAnn Stinchcomb
Anjoli Fry, new!
Lynne Christopher, new!
Erin Shields, new!
Kristen Evans, new!
Leslie Wittenburg, new

Would you like to be involved in the Diversity Committee? Contact
Christina Soontornvat csoontornvat@gmail.com for more information.

GET INVOLVED!
Do you have a special event you’d like to broadcast to the ISEA
membership? A program that has something to share? A resource that
you’re excited about? Submit it to our bi-annual newsletter, Informally
Speaking, and share with the ISEA Community!
Article Submission Guidelines:
- Please submit your article to: Nicki Sohn at nicki.sohn@sbcglobal.net
- Use Word (.doc or .docx) or a Text editor (.txt) to submit text.
- Word limits: 250 to 400 words; please use spell check before submitting.
- Please include a high-resolution digital photo to complement your article.

ISEA webpage:
http://texasinformalscience.org
ISEA on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/groups/texasinformalscience/
Twitter: Follow us: @ISEATX - Post using the hashtag #ISEATX2016
Post and Favorite conference photos for the ISEA photo contest!
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