
*Prices for early bird registration before January 9, 2015

$125* (includes campus lodging)
$100* (no lodging)

18th Annual Conference

February 18-20, 2015
Creating Connections: Building the Future

24657 County Road 448
http://skyranch.org/texas-retreats/

Sky Ranch  •  Van, TX

LODGING:
Bunk style lodging will be available at Sky Ranch on Tuesday night for an additional charge. Each person must provide their own sheets, 
blankets, pillows, and towels. Meals are provided and served at the Sky Ranch dining hall.

Creating Bridges for Successful Environmental Programs Tomorrow
Today’s world of growing environmental, scientific, and technical issues make it imperative 
that science learning opportunities are available to students across socioeconomic and 
cultural spectrums. Informal science education programs can play a vital role in making 
science real and meaningful for students and youth.

Starting new programs or growing existing ones requires a great deal of enthusiasm, energy, 
and excitement, but these are not enough to either develop or sustain 
the programs over the long term. The powerful sensation of Herculean 
strength that weight lifters get when they are trying to raise a 
350-pound barbell over their heads is not sufficient to bring success to 
a program.

Making connections, meeting “their needs,” and proving success are the keys to successful program design and 
implementation. I will share what I have learned over the last 40 years in the fields of education and environmen-
tal work—the challenges, opportunities, and strategies.

As we move into the future, we look to increase our capacity for exciting visitors’ interest and triggering the search 
for answers that motivates work in the formal science education world. Science learning through our informal 
settings benefits from collaborations between museums and parks, zoos and environmental agencies; best 
practices are shared and great ideas are passed forward. And we gather annually to increase skills and learn new 
methods that help us grow in our field. It is through our connections that we expand to meet the needs of the future.

Keynote Speaker Dr. Gerald Lieberman, PhD

“Sky Ranch Van is located in the beautiful piney woods of East Texas. 
Located outside of Tyler, Sky Ranch is about 90 miles from the Dallas Fort Worth area” 



18th Annual Conference
February 18-20, 2015

Creating Connections: Building the Future

PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOP: SOCIAL MEDIA WITH A PURPOSE 
Wednesday, February 18 • 1:00pm-5:00pm
$20 per person
By 2014, the idea of social media is no longer the new kid on the block.  Many people (83% of the population) 
are online according to latest surveys.  For many of us, the questions now revolved around the HOW to be 
online when you have a message to share, or need to engage audiences. This workshop is designed to teach 
you techniques and ideas on what it means to be online with a purpose – beyond the social aspect. We will go 
over how to think about your online strategies, and how to craft more engaging messages as well as create 
spaces (communities) that you can build and engage people in.  We will focus on a few popular spaces 
(Facebook, Pinterest, ect…) and explore examples of well-designed social media outreach strategies. Informal 
educators can benefit from learning how their own presence online, as well as dedicated pages/spaces can 
help build the capacity for informal natural resource education to occur. *Participants will be sent a brief survey 
prior to the training to assess participant needs and experience to assure a successful workshop. 

Instructor: Amy Hays, Emerging Technology Specialist, Texas AgriLife Extension Service, 
Texas A&M Institute of Renewable Natural Resources/Texas Water Resources Institute.

Pre-conference & Post-conference Activities

POST-CONFERENCE FIELD TRIP: TEXAS FRESHWATER FISHERIES CENTER
Friday, February 20 • 2:00pm-4:00pm. 
Location: Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center, Athens Texas 
(39 miles from Sky Ranch)
$6 per person
The Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center (TFFC), located in Athens, is the house that 
big bass built. TFFC is located in Athens partly because of its proximity to Lake 
Fork, which has produced more than 250 largemouth bass weighing 13 pounds or 
more. Anglers catching these fish, called ShareLunkers, can loan or donate them to 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department for spawning or display. Fingerlings produced 
are stocked into the lakes where ShareLunkers were caught to enhance the 
chances of more big bass catches. The ShareLunker program has made Texas the 
number one bass-fishing destination in the world.

During this behind-the-scenes tour you will view a ShareLunker on public display 
and also visit the fabled Lunker Bunker where the big girls (and yes, all 13-pound 
bass are females—girl power!) are carefully tended, coddled, and hand fed. At this time of year there should be several ShareLunkers in residence, 
waiting for the big day when they produce the next generation of trophy bass. Unless he is out picking up another ShareLunker, you will have a chance to 
meet the biologist in charge of the ShareLunker program and learn more about the science behind the selective breeding program that guides its 
operation as well as the ground-breaking genetic research by TPWD’s geneticist that identified the DNA microsatellites common to big bass.

TFFC is a multipurpose facility that provides educational experiences to the public and includes 300,000 gallons of aquaria displaying native Texas fish, 
and the two-hour tour will include an inside look at one of the life-support rooms and the equipment needed to keep the water and fish in good condition. 
If time permits, we’ll also take a stroll down the near-one-mile wetlands trail, which includes pitcher plant bogs, ponds, and woodland streams.

About 60,000 people visit TFFC annually to learn about Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department. Ten special events are held 
throughout the year to enhance community involvement at TFFC, 
and some 20,000 children come to TFFC on field trips.



Support ISEA Scholarships

Apply for a Conference Scholarship

Silent Auction

Live Auction

Scholarships Make a Difference, You Can Too
Two opportunities to donate to the ISEA Scholarship Fund and share the conference experience 

Send or bring in your gift shop cast-offs, your hard to sell items, 
your artwork or hobby creations, and your “too cool for anybody 
else but ISEA-ers” items!

The ISEA Board will collect and label all auction items next to the registration table 
until 10am on Thursday, February 19. Contact Cheryl Potemkin at 940-594-7218 
or email to cheryl@pollenpathdesign.com if you have any questions.

Have a large or special item you’d like to donate? 
Camp registrations, trips, tours, etc. are all welcome. 
Send item information and a picture to Cheryl Potemkin at cheryl@pollenpathdesign.com
Contact Cheryl Potemkin by email at cheryl@pollenpathdesign.com if you have any questions.

WIN A YEAR WITH RIGOR, THE ISEA MASCOT!
Each year during the live auction, Rigor is auctioned off to a new ISEA member host. 
Think you’ve got an exciting year planned for Rigor? 
The highest bidder wins his company!

ISEA is offering partial scholarships to anyone, including past conference attendees, in the amount of 
$100 towards Conference Registration. Scholarship recipients will assist board members with different 
aspects of the conference. First time conference attendees who receive scholarships will be asked to 
share their experience of the conference with a short video recording during the conference and/or as 
part of the ISEA Spring Newsletter, Informally Speaking.

Apply for a scholarship before December 20 at: 
http://texasinformalscience.org/annual-conference/scholarships/

Networking and bidding to win!
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