
18th Annual Conference
February 18-20, 2015

Creating Connections: Building the Future

PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOP: SOCIAL MEDIA WITH A PURPOSE 
Wednesday, February 18 • 1:00pm-5:00pm
$20 per person

In 2014, social media is no longer the new kid on the block. According to the latest surveys, most people (83% of the population) are online. For many of us, the questions now revolve around 
the HOW to be online when you have a message to share, or need to engage audiences. This workshop is designed to teach you techniques and ideas on what it means to be online with a 
purpose – beyond the social aspect. Learn how to think about your online strategies, how to craft more engaging messages and how to create spaces (communities) that you can build for 
engaging people. We will focus on a few popular spaces (Facebook, Pinterest, etc…) and explore examples of well-designed social media outreach strategies. Informal educators can benefit 
from learning how their own presence online, as well as dedicated pages/spaces can help build the capacity for informal natural resource education to occur.
*Participants will be sent a brief survey prior to the training to assess participant needs and experience to assure a successful workshop.
Amy Hays, Emerging Technology Specialist, Texas AgriLife Extension Service Texas A&M Institute of Renewable Natural Resources/Texas Water Resources Institute 

For more information visit: www.texasinformalscience.org

Keynote Speaker Dr. Gerald Lieberman, PhD

POST-CONFERENCE FIELD TRIP: TEXAS FRESHWATER FISHERIES CENTER in ATHENS, TX
Friday, February 20 • 2:00pm-4:00pm
$6.00 per person
During this behind-the-scenes tour you will view native fish on public display and also visit the fabled Lunker Bunker where the big girl 
Sharelunkcers (and yes, all 13-pound bass are females—girl power!) are carefully tended, coddled, and hand fed. At this time of year the 
girls are waiting for the big day when they produce the next generation of trophy bass.  If he is in house, you will also meet the biologist in 
charge of the ShareLunker program and learn more about the science behind the selective breeding program that guides its operation as 
well as the ground-breaking geneticresearch by TPWD’s geneticist that identified the DNA microsatellites common to big bass.

Creating Bridges for Successful Environmental Programs Tomorrow
Today’s world of growing environmental, scientific, and technical issues make it imperative 
that science learning is available to all students. Informal science education programs can 
play a vital role in making science real and meaningful for students and youth. Making 
connections, meeting “their needs,” and proving success are the keys to successful 
program design and implementation. Dr. Lieberman will share what he has learned over the 
last 40 years in the fields of education and environmental work—the challenges, 
opportunities, and strategies.

*Prices for early bird registration before December 15, 2014

$125* (includes campus lodging)
$100* (no lodging)

“Sky Ranch Van is located in the beautiful piney woods of East Texas. 
Located outside of Tyler, Sky Ranch is about 90 miles from the Dallas Fort Worth area” 

Sky Ranch • Van, TX 24657 County Road 448 • http://skyranch.org/texas-retreats/

Pre-conference & Post-conference Activities


