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A  WO R D  F R O M  O U R  PR E S I D E N T  

Dear ISEA Community,

So much is happening in the Informal Science world these 
days. Fall 2013 has been loaded with opportunities for 
members to get involved! Members were active at the 
Conference for the Advancement of Science Teaching (CAST) 
2013 in Houston and preparing for the ISEA 2014 Conference 
by submitting exciting proposals for the conference.  

We have a great slate of candidates for the ISEA Board of 
Directors! Deadline for voting is December 1. Please take a 
minute to cast your ballot at: https://
www.surveymonkey.com/mp/lp/endpage-8/?sm=9Meq
%2b4dFuqEzOl2PWDa%2bjSm1BNU0ziFNlzDIctYGffE%3d 

Our ISEA Affiliate sessions at CAST 2013 were show-stoppers 
in Houston, November 7-9. We had 14 sessions, 1 short course, 
and 1 half-day field trip scheduled under the "ISEA Presents" 
title. Our affiliate booth in the exhibition hall was a popular 
stop for conference participants and fellow members!

Can you believe we are already gearing up for our next annual 
conference?! Where does the year go? The ISEA 2014 conference 

will be held at Camp Young Judea in Wimberley, TX, February 
26-28, 2014. Early Bird Registration is now open! Take 
advantage of the lower price scale by registering online before 
December 27, 2013. Scholarship applications are also open and 
are due December 13, 2013. 

Visit http://texasinformalscience.org to learn more about the 
event and submit a scholarship application! 

We hope you jump in and get involved in our vibrant 
professional community, devoted to supporting an informal 
science education philosophy that increases appreciation, 
application, and understanding of STEM through voluntary 
and often self-directed experiences for individuals of all ages 
and backgrounds.

Cheers!

Amy Moreland
President
Informal Science Education Association
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Rockin’ It At CAST 2013
ISEA Member Organizations Present & Represent

First, a big thank you to all who were part of the ISEA presence at CAST 
2013 in Houston, Texas - presenters who brought their best practices and 
workshops to the ISEA Strand, volunteers at the ISEA booth, and members 
promoting ISEA through representing their own organizations within the 
exhibit hall. Informal educators across the state had a very enthusiastic and 
memorable presence at this year’s gathering of Texas Science Teachers. 
ISEA’s balancing bats were on fingertips everywhere, member 
organizations were rocking their booths, and the ISEA Strand continues to 
be some of the best attended sessions at the conference.

As an affiliate of STAT, ISEA 
has a continued presence on 
the STAT Board, a booth on 
the affiliate row at CAST, and 
presents a sponsored strand to 
the science teachers at CAST. 
CAST is one of the 
opportunities ISEA Members 
have to bridge the gap 
between formals and 
informals. Be sure to watch 
the ISEA newsletter (Informally 
Speaking), member emails, 
www.texasinformalscience.org  
and the ISEA facebook group 
for opportunities to present 
your programs to thousands 
of teachers at CAST 2014 - 
ISEA is there to represent you! 

http://www.texasinformalscience.org
http://www.texasinformalscience.org


ISEA Printable Balancing Bat Activity
Our two cents: Print and cut out these bats on cardstock, then tape a penny on the (back) tip of each wing for an easy hands-on activity
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The Center for Reservoir and Aquatic Systems Research (a partnership between Baylor University and the City of 
Waco) and the Lake Waco Wetlands were recently selected by the Louisiana Environmental Education Commission 
and the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to receive funding for a Sustainability Initiative Project.  
“Sustainability in the Swamp” is focused on sustainable use of water resources.  The primary goal of the project is 
to provide objective and scientifically sound information and first-hand experiences that will encourage teachers 
and students to utilize critical thinking and problem-solving skills to weigh the issues associated with sustainable 
water use.

A two-day “Sustainability in the Swamp” teacher workshop will be held February 21-22 at the Lake Waco 
Wetlands, and will include an Urban Water Cycle tour.  Participants will receive a variety of resources to support 
incorporating water sustainability into their classrooms and will receive a stipend to support a water sustainability 
field trip for their students.  To apply for the teacher workshop, download the application form at 
www.baylor.edu/crasr.  Applications are open to all Texas teachers and will be accepted through December 15th.  
For more information about the project, contact Melissa Mullins at Melissa_mullins@baylor.edu or (254) 710-2382.  
For more information about the Lake Waco Wetlands, contact Nora Schell at Noras@ci.waco.tx.us or (254) 848-9654. 

Dan Harrington Discovery Center - Amarillo, TX

Sustainability in the Swamp Workshop

http://www.baylor.edu/crasr
http://www.baylor.edu/crasr
mailto:Melissa_mullins@baylor.edu
mailto:Melissa_mullins@baylor.edu
mailto:Noras@ci.waco.tx.us
mailto:Noras@ci.waco.tx.us
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Free Preview: The Masters of Education in Curriculum & 
Instruction for Informal Science Education

Texas Tech University in cooperation with the Houston Zoo are offering a Masters of Education in Curriculum & 
Instruction for Informal Science Education. Interested? Want to see what a class is like? Contact Dr. Patricia Patrick at 
trish.patrick@ttu.edu. Dr. Patrick will provide you with free access to an online learning Module for the first class 
offered in the informal science education certification. The Module will provide you a free look at the direction of the 
classes and the degree. 

The goals of the degree are to produce graduates who will:

1. Be scholarly practitioners with the skills and competencies to create, evaluate and implement science programs in 
Informal Learning Environments, using empirical evidence to evaluate impact.

2. Have field experiences in Informal Learning Environments in which they define learning opportunities for 
diverse audiences.

Also Like the Informal Science Education Facebook page and join us in conversations about informal science.
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Informal-Science-Education/195637213954543 

Rigor’s Scrapbook
ISEA’s Informal Hero partied like a rock star 
at CAST 2013

mailto:trish.patrick@ttu.edu
mailto:trish.patrick@ttu.edu
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Informal-Science-Education/195637213954543
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Informal-Science-Education/195637213954543
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Take advantage of the Early Bird Registration Rate and 
register for the 17th Annual ISEA Conference at 

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e82gvtqc3ed4e30a&llr=wswkzelab

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e82gvtqc3ed4e30a&llr=wswkzelab
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e82gvtqc3ed4e30a&llr=wswkzelab
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What microbe did you uncover in the 
lab? Where did you travel last summer 
and what did you see? What beautiful 
specimen did you find on your last 
walk? How awesome is your site or 
activities? 
Share it with us by submitting your 
best photographs to the 2014 ISEA 
Science Photo Contest. The Contest 
will begin January 6, 2014. Winners 
will be announced during the 2014 
ISEA Conference in Wimberley, 
February 26-28, 2014.

Winning photographs will also be 
showcased in the ISEA newsletter, 
Informally Speaking. Photographs may 
be auctioned during the Conference to 
support the ISEA Conference 
Scholarship Fund. 

Photographs should be the original 
work of an ISEA member, but the 
member need not be in attendance at 
the Conference. Submissions may be 
made electronically or prints brought 
to the Conference by attendees. 
Mailing images is not suggested but 
please contact the contest coordinator 
if this is only option open to you.

Photograph submissions should 
illustrate the following themes. One 
submission per person per theme:
• ISEA Science at Work - Images that 

demonstrate participation in science, 
lab, classroom, and field activities 
involving ISEA members, 
organizations and/or clients**.

• Wildlife – Images of any form of 
wildlife including mammals, 
reptiles, fish, insects, etc., either wild 
or captive.

• Scenic - Images of situations, 
natural or manmade environments 
and those that demonstrate a 
scientific concept or subject 
including spontaneous events. 
Wildlife can be included however 
the overall image should convey a 
scenic concept.

• Anything Goes! – Other images that 
demonstrate a scientific concept or 
may just be a really cool picture. 
These images should be created with 
a camera and should be minimally 
computer manipulated, including 
digital microscope-generated 
images. Basically anything that 
doesn’t fit into the other categories.

Photos submitted should have a 
sticker attached to the back of the 
photo with the following information:
• Photographer’s name and 

organization
• Category entered
• Title of the photograph and location 

the photo was taken

E-mail and snail mailed submissions 
are due Friday, February 14, 2014. If 
you have any questions about 
eligibility, instructions on how to enter 
the Contest, the Fine Print, or to 
submit an electronic entry, please 
contact Jerrel Geisler at 
jerrelgeisler@sbcglobal.net.

Entries may be made electronically, 
mailed or in person (printed copies) at 
the conference. Electronic or mailed 
submissions can begin being 
submitted January 6, 2014 and must be 
received by Friday, February 14, 2014. 
Images entered should be submitted 
by individuals and not groups. 

Entries brought 
to the conference 
must be 
submitted no 
later than the 
first workshop 
or meeting on 
February 26.
Photos will be 
exhibited during 
the 2014 

Conference and voted on live by 
Conference attendees.The artist does 
not have to be present. Participants 
should submit no more than 4 (one 
per category) photos. This may be 
adjusted due to limited entries. 
Printed submissions should be 8X10 or 
8 ½ X 11 inches only. Please do not mat 
or mount photos. Electronic 
submissions must be a minimum 
resolution of 300 dpi and should be no 
more than 5 megabytes in size.
**Photos depicting children or school 
activities must meet the individual 
organization’s privacy or photographic 
policies. Documentation may be required 
in unusual cases.

For full photo contest rules visit 
www.texasinformalscience.org

Enter the ISEA Photo Contest
ISEA is on the hunt for photographs that capture the unique and amazing scientific adventures 

of ISEA members and member organizations!

mailto:jerrelgeisler@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jerrelgeisler@sbcglobal.net
http://www.texasinformalscience.org
http://www.texasinformalscience.org
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Stay Connected with ISEA!

Submit to Informally Speaking
Simply attach an article to 
Cappy.Smith@tpwd.state.tx.us 
200-500 word submissions can 
include anything from news about 
your informal institution, recent 
research in the field, formal 
education connections, 
curricula,...you name it! Please also 
attach high resolution photos with 
your submission.

Visit our ISEA website often!
www.texasinformalscience.org

Email us:
texasinformalscience@gmail.com

Friend us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/texasinformalscience/

ISEA Group on Shinenet

2013 Executive Officers
Amy Moreland - President
Cappy Smith - Pres. Elect
Jerrel Geisler - Past Pres.
Linda Kunze - Secretary
Susan Rowe - Treasurer

Board of Directors
Cheryl Boyette
John Boyette
Melissa Cigarroa
Schelly Corry

Barbara Peterson
Cheryl Potemkin
Adriana Reza
Margaret Russell
Zoe Ann Stinchcomb
Janice Sturrock

Newsletter Editors/Design
Amy Moreland
Cappy Smith
Cheryl Potemkin

mailto:Cappy.Smith@tpwd.state.tx.us
mailto:Cappy.Smith@tpwd.state.tx.us
http://www.texasinformalscience.org
http://www.texasinformalscience.org
mailto:texasinformalscience@gmail.com
mailto:texasinformalscience@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com
https://www.facebook.com
http://shinenet.net/group/informal-science-education-association-of-texas-is
http://shinenet.net/group/informal-science-education-association-of-texas-is

